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Dear Colleagues,

The Governments of Japan and the United Kingdom are pleased to draw your
attention to the results of the 1% Workshop of a Japan — UK joint research project.
The workshop entitled Developing Visions for a Low-Carbon Society (LCS) through
Sustainable Development was held in Tokyo on 14-16 June 2006.

The workshop noted that global greenhouse gas concentrations are projected to reach
levels during the next 100 years which could have serious negative effects on the
natural environment and human society. To avoid this and to meet the ultimate
objective of the UNFCCC, major cuts in global emissions are required. All countries
need to develop in a way consistent with a low-carbon society. The workshop
concluded that developed country emissions need to be reduced by at least about half
from current levels by 2050 and that the growth in developing country emissions
needs to be limited, but in a way which still enables achievement of their development
goals.

Many of our choices today and in the near future will determine our emissions
pathways for decades to come. Urgent action is therefore required to keep options
available to achieve the magnitude of cuts required. Delay in acting now would
increase the burden of climate change impacts and emissions reductions for future
generations. The workshop noted that there is no single option for achieving a low-
carbon society and that a portfolio of measures is required. A sustainable
development approach, together with international collaboration would help
developing countries achieve low-carbon societies.

The executive summary from the conference is attached for information. A fuller
report together with papers presented at the workshop can be found at
http://2050.nies.go.jp/200606 workshop/index.html.

We hope you find the results of this first workshop of use for your consideration of
future activities under the Convention. A second workshop will be held in the UK in
June 2007 to develop the ideas of the low-carbon society and to lock at the practically
of how it can be achieved.
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Masatoshi Wakabayashi David Miliband
Minister of the Environment Secretary of State for Environment,
Japan Food & Rural Affairs, UK
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